Section 5.1 The Nature of Nerves.

Why Nerve Cells Are Special

Nerve cells are different from other cells because they have:

Little branches that help them receive messages

One long tail that helps them send messages

A coating around the tail that helps messages travel fast

Tiny gaps where they pass messages to the next nerve cell

If you'd like, I can make it even shorter or turn it into a diagram for kids!

wHAT MESSAGES DO NERVE CELLS RECIEVE

Nerve cells receive messages about what is happening in the body and around us.

Here is a kid-friendly explanation:

 What Messages Do Nerve Cells Receive?

Nerve cells receive messages that tell the body what to feel, what to do, and how to react.

They receive messages about:

Touch (hot, cold, pain, soft, rough)

Sound (what we hear)

Light (what we see)

Smell (odors)

Taste (sweet, salty, sour)

Movement (when to move muscles)

Safety (danger, pain, temperature)

 Simple Example

Touching something hot → nerve cells send a message → brain says “Ouch! Pull away!”

Hearing a sound → nerve cells send the message → brain understands it

 Super Simple Answer

Nerve cells receive messages about senses, movement, and safety to help the body respond.

If you want, I can make this into a one-sentence answer for homework or a picture explanation for kids.

WHAT DOES THE TAIL DO

Here is a very simple, kid-friendly answer:

 What Does the Tail of a Nerve Cell Do?

The tail of a nerve cell (called the axon) carries messages away from the cell.

It sends messages:

From the brain

To other nerve cells

To muscles (to make them move)

 Super Simple

The tail sends messages to other cells.

 Example

When your brain tells your hand to move, the message travels down the nerve cell’s tail to your hand.
